
Arizona Motorcycle Safety Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

October 1, 2009, 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
A public meeting of the Arizona Motorcycle Safety Advisory Council was convened on 
October 1, 2009, at 3030 North Central Avenue, Suite 1550, Phoenix, Arizona  85007. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Bobbi Hartmann at 10:30 a.m.  Roll was taken and a quorum 
Call to Order and Roll Call: 

was declared present. 
 
Council Members Present
Bobbi Hartmann, Dave Novitt, Dick Studdard and Sky Pilot 

: 

 
Member of the Public Present
Mick Degn, MMA, Joe Tassinari, MMA, Ron Kool, Moses Anshell, Carole O’Reilly, ABATE,  

: 

Mike Reed, James Gonzales, Steve Belzer, Carlos Romero and Martin Brons, MMA of AZ,  
Scott Pearce, Vehicle Safety Institute, Jim Clark, Sean Pender and Jim De Young, ABATE,  
Alberto Gutier, Director, GOHS, and Matt Derr, Deputy Director, GOHS 
 
Legal Counsel
Brian Schneider, Assistant Attorney General 

: 

 

Sky Pilot made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Bobbi Hartmann wants to make a change on 
the report of the current balance, to include a reference to the fact that the state legislators swept 
$100,000 of the Motorcycle Safety Fund to balance the state budget.  Dave Novitt second it and all 
were in favor. 

Approval of Minutes of April 9, 2009 Meeting 

 

Dick Studdard introduced himself stating he was on the Council before. 
Introduction of New Council Member 

 

Sky Pilot nominated Dave Novitt for Vice-Chair and Dave Novitt nominated Bobbi Hartmann to retain 
Chair.  Motion was made for nomination, vote was taken and all were in favor. 

Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

 

Joe Tassinari spoke representing a lot of motorcycle riders.  He has been to a lot of events throughout 
the state and the biggest concern from a lot of riders is doing away with the billboard campaign and 
going with permanent signs like in Glendale.  He would also like more metal medallions which has 
been a big support item among the young people at the various events.  He also supports the pencils 
which are a big item, bumper stickers, kids’ size t-shirts which are a good investment and asks that the 
Council come up with a plan where the public has the input on what is being spent on these items. Mick 
Degn would like to see a profit and loss for the council showing projected income and expense, more 
like a business, and money spent on permanent billboards vs. t-shirts.  James Gonzales would like to 
see more of the money spent for permanent signs – the cost is minimal and more effective, instead of 

Call to the Public 



billboards that are coming up and down.  Ron Kool would like to see more visible billboards and yield 
signs on the road and some sort of public speaking forums.  He felt that the council and GOHS should 
have fought harder to recover swept funds.  Mike Reed with MMA would like to see any permanent 
awareness signs be standardized.  Martin Brons of MMA made a statement of why signs aren’t posted 
alternately.  Ron Arieli, Team Arizona, thought the billboards were a waste of money, suggested 
permanent signs, and obtaining more than one bid.  Scott Pearce would like to see more council 
exposure in Southwestern Arizona and felt that meeting discussion seemed to be directed at Phoenix 
and Tucson only. 
 

Council has set aside $100,000 for billboards and ads and has been working with Moses Anshell.  They              
made a presentation to give some ideas on what we can get for that money.  Looking at the marketing 
campaign, one of the objectives of the Council is “Sharing the Road” which is supporting each other on 
the road.   To meet this objective they would like to target the campaign for March-May of 2010.   Dave 
Novitt made a motion to put this issue on the next agenda.  Dick Studdard second the motion.  Dick 
Studdard made a motion to keep the budget at $100,000.  Dave Novitt second it and all were in favor.    

Media Campaign – Billboards / Ads 

 

Alberto Gutier spoke about the manuals and according to the statues GOHS has the authority to spend 
10% of the money, which are considered administrative fees, from the Motorcycle Safety Fund without 
question.  He made the decision to provide that money to MVD to create the manuals.  In addressing 
the Council he thinks this was a good expenditure. The manuals are available online and on the new 
website.  The manuals are a good investment and the money was well spent.   

Motorcycle Operator Manuals – Printing 

 

Bobbi Hartmann gave the minutes on the MVD meeting.  There will be two revisions to the front 
Arizona section of the operators manual prior to the next print.  That lane sharing is not an accepted 
practice in Arizona and that Arizona recommends a 3 second following distance versus 2 seconds.  
Also, the inside cover of the manual will state that the Motorcycle Safety Fund is made up of $1 extra 
that every motorcyclists gives on their motorcycle registration.  Regarding the QA Subcommittee 
Program - Dave Novitt tried to get MVD involved but there was no action taken because they no longer 
have a position to fulfill that appointment.  He had presented the need on the table which was not 
accepted so he feels it should be postponed until the need arises again.  Dave Novitt made a motion that 
the QA Program for 3

MVD Meeting Results – Manual Revisions, QA Program, MC Registration Form 

rd

 

 party schools for training be set aside until we have another issue.  Dick 
Studdard second the motion and all were in favor.  

Bobbi Hartmann wants to add the following verbiage to Item No. 6. Conduct of Meetings: 
P&P Amendment – Add Verbiage for Call to Public Form 

c.   The Council welcomes public comment on issues regarding motorcycle safety.  When the 
agenda for a meeting allows for a “Call to the Public”, members of the public who wish to address the 
Council will be asked to fill out the Public Comment Form available at the meeting.  The form should 
be handed to the Council chairperson by the end of the meeting and will be used to enable the proper 
registering of public comment in meeting minutes.  This is a tool to help us with the meeting minutes so 
that your public comments are registered properly and what you meant to say is what’s put in the 
minutes.   She’s also recommending that possibly changing Items A & B around.  Dave Novitt made a 
motion that we incorporate C. to item No. 6  Conduct of Meetings paragraph to the P&P’s as of this 



date.  Dick Studdard second the motion.  The order will change - Item A will become Item B, Item B 
will become Item A and Item C will be added.  There was no more discussion and all were in favor. 

 
 

$100,000 was allocated for the media.  Alberto Gutier stated some replacement stock items have been 
ordered based on the Council’s request.  These stock items will be needed for the state fair which is 
coming up.  There are children’s t-shirts at the storage which can be used and the other stock items are 
being ordered.  Dave Novitt made a motion that an allocation of $30,000 be made to procure bumper 
stickers, pencils, badges, key chains and tri-folds.  Dick Studdard second the motion.  However, 
Skypilot objected to the fact that we did not include an additional $10,000 discussed for children’s 
LOOK OUT t-shirts.  He voted NO so all were not in favor. 

Budget – Revisit Stock Items & Any Additional Expenses 

 

The next AMSAC Meeting has been set for November 13, 2009, at 10:30 a.m. 
Set Time, Place and Agenda for next AMSAC Meeting 

 

Dave Novitt made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Sky Pilot second the motion. 
Call to Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


